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A Historic $5 Million Commencement for Clark Atlanta University  

 
ATLANTA, (May 16, 2021) — On Saturday, May 15, Clark Atlanta University received a total of $5 million 
in gifts and donations at its 2021 Commencement ceremonies.  This day was a historic day for Clark 
Atlanta University as it’s the first time in the institution’s history that such donations were made in one 
day in addition to the university hosting two commencement ceremonies in a single day.  
 
CAU received: 
 

• $3 million from the Tucker, GA based House of Cheatham to support the Robert H, “Bob “Bell 
Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurial Development. 

 
• $1 million from the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative in support of the Executive Leadership Institute at 

Clark Atlanta University. The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative is an organization established by 
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg and his wife Priscilla Chan to build a more inclusive, just, 
and healthy future for everyone. The initiatives areas of focus include Science, Education, and 
Justice Opportunities. 
 

• $1 million from the National Coalition on Black Civic Participation to establish the NCBCP 
Thomas W. Dortch, Jr. Southern Civic Engagement, Leadership & Social Justice Institute and 
Southern Regional Office at Clark Atlanta University.  

 
“I am elated that our beloved Clark Atlanta University has been selected to be the recipient of these 
major gifts. Major funds like this will help CAU provide greater opportunities to develop the next 
generation of entrepreneurs, social justice advocates and civic leaders, and game changers in higher 
education,” said Clark Atlanta University President George T. French Jr., Ph.D.  
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This year, Clark Atlanta University’s Commencement Ceremonies were extremely unique in that the 
university conducted two graduation ceremonies on the same day. President French and the CAU 
administration delivered on its promise to the Class of 2020 to hold an on-ground celebration for the 
class who was unable to have a commencement due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The Class of 2020’s ceremony was held at 8:00 a.m. and the guest speaker was politician, attorney and 
voting rights activist Stacey Abrams. 
 
Attorney, politician and political commentator Bakari Sellers, addressed the Class of 2021 during the 
3:00 p.m. ceremony. 
 
“We wanted to give our students the opportunity to walk across the stage, receive their diplomas and 
be recognized for their hard work in a traditional ceremony, it is a pivotal moment in their lives,” said 
President French.  “They have earned the right to experience that moment surrounded by their 
classmates, family and friends.”  
 
Guest speaker Abrams is a New York Times bestselling author, who served as the Ga. House of 
Representatives Minority Leader from 2011 to 2017. In 2018, she launched Fair Fight Action, a national 
voting rights organization rooted in Georgia. 
 
Sellers made history in 2006 as the youngest African-American elected official in the nation by winning a 
seat in the South Carolina State Legislature at age 22. Sellers, a CNN commentator and host of the 
Bakari Sellers Podcast, has been recognized as one of Time Magazine’s 40 Under 40 and made “The Root 
100” list of the most influential African-Americans. 
 
“As an HBCU graduate myself, I can distinctly recall the pride and excitement I felt when I graduated,” 
said Sellers. “I hope to share a sense of optimism with these remarkable students as we honor their 
great accomplishments and look ahead to their bright futures.” 
 
President French recognizes the importance of having two Black leaders who have profoundly affected 
American politics and civil rights. 
 
“Our goal at Clark Atlanta University is to prepare our students to be globally competitive and to be 
successful contributors and trailblazers in their respective fields of study,” said French. “Hearing from 
Ms. Abrams and Mr. Sellers -- two leaders who have already made a difference themselves -- is a fitting 
way to send our students off fully prepared to take on the world.” 
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About Clark Atlanta University  
 
Established in 1988 by the historic consolidation of Atlanta University (1865) and Clark College (1869). 
Clark Atlanta University continues a more than 150-year legacy rooted in African-American tradition and 
focused on the future. Through global innovation, transformative educational experiences, and high-
value engagement. CAU cultivates lifted lives that transform the world. Notable alumni include: James 
Weldon Johnson; American civil rights activist, poet, and songwriter (Lift Every Voice and Sing "The Black 
National Anthem"; Ralph David Abernathy Sr., American civil rights activist; Congressman Hank Johnson, 
Georgia District 4; Kenya Barris, American award-winning television and movie producer; Kenny Leon, 
Tony Award-winning Broadway Director; Jacque Reid, Emmy Award-winning Television Personality and 
Journalist; Brandon Thompson, Vice President of Diversity and Inclusion for NASCAR; Valeisha 
Butterfield Jones, Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer at the Recording Academy. To learn more about 
Clark Atlanta University, visit www.cau.edu. 
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